GUIDANCE DOCUMENT FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF
KRS 351.315(4)

	In 2010, the Kentucky General Assembly amended KRS 351.315(4) to require blasters licensed by the Department for Natural Resources to obtain eight (8) hours of department approved blasting training annually.  The amendment provided that no more than four (4) hours of that training could be obtained from conference attendance unless otherwise approved by the Department.  The purpose of this document is to provide guidance to blasters and trainers in the Department’s implementation of the new requirements of KRS 351.315(4).


PART I-APPROVAL OF TRAINING

	  In order for training to be approved by the Department, any entity or individual interested in providing training to meet the above statutory requirement shall submit an application that includes the following:

(1)	Submission of Materials 

· A biography or resume of each instructor presenting the training with a minimum of two references and contact information. 
· An outline or agenda that provides a general description of the course objectives; the materials that are to be used in the training program; the subject areas to be covered and the time to be spent on each subject area; and the method to be used, such as films or programmed material. The training objectives should include, but not be limited to, pre-selected topics provided by the E&B Manager.
· The total number of hours that will be covered by the training program. 
· The evaluation procedures used to determine the effectiveness of training.
· The dates on which the training program will be conducted if known. 

Applications for approval of training programs shall be submitted to:

				Cameron Mullen, Manager
				Explosives and Blasting Branch
				Division of Mine Reclamation & Enforcement
				300 Sower Blvd., 2nd Floor
				Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

(2) Review and Approval

· Upon receipt of an application, the Explosives and Blasting Branch will review both instructor credentials and course materials and will either approve or deny the application.  The Explosives and Blasting Branch’s determination shall be made in writing, by the Manager of the Explosives and Blasting Branch, and transmitted to the applicant and shall state the number of hours for which the program has been approved.
· Once an application has been approved, it will stand approved for a period of one (1) year unless otherwise disapproved after on-site review. After the initial one year application period, submittals may be approved for up to three (3) years.
· If Explosive and Blasting Branch denies the application, the determination shall state the reasons for denial.  If denied, the applicant may resubmit the application, along with a demonstration that the application has been altered to address the reasons given for the denial.  The Explosives and Blasting Branch shall then reassess the application and issue a determination to the applicant. 
· When possible, inspectors with the Explosives and Blasting Branch will monitor the training program to ensure the quality of the instruction and materials used meets the course objectives.  
· Approval of a program may be revoked with no penalty to the attendees if, upon on-site monitoring of the program, the E&B Branch concludes that the proffered training did not conform to the approved training proposal. If approval of a program is rescinded, the applicant may resubmit  an application, along with a demonstration that the application or method of instruction has been altered to address the reasons given for the rescission. 
· As a condition of approval, the entity or person(s) providing training for licensed blasters shall submit within 30 days of course completion a signed roster or certification of attendees.  Blasters will continue to have primary responsibility for providing proof of completion of training.  
· Blasters who attend a training course in a different state may have that training approved for the purpose of KRS 351.315 upon submission of an application similar for in-state training.

Suggestions for Training

	The Explosives and Blasting Branch (E&B Branch) will maintain a list of required topics for any entity or person(s) desiring to implement an approved training program. Suggestions from prospective trainers are welcomed. This list of topics will be developed based on the observations of the blasting inspectors in the field and will be issues the inspectors believe would improve the quality of blasters within the Commonwealth.  Anyone implementing training programs will be required to incorporate this list of topics into their program of instruction. The proposed list of topics, a listing of approved applications, and upon request, announcements of upcoming training sessions will be included on the agencies web site. 
	

PART II-CONFERENCE TRAINING

	KRS 351.315(4) as amended in 2010 states, “No more than four (4) hours of the annual blaster training may be attributed to attending a conference unless otherwise approved by the department”.  
	For materials presented at a conference to qualify as training not attributable to a conference, the conference presenters must provide individual break-out sessions to smaller groups of blasters.  Approval of materials will be contingent on the submission of the final conference agenda prior to the conference along with an application as discussed in Part I. The notice of approval for a conference will specify the total number of training hours approved and the total number of conference hours approved.

An organization conducting a conference may request approval for eight (8) hours of training provided their application meets the criteria established in Part I. In order for blasters to receive complete credit for conference hours, they must provide proof of attendance. The entity or person(s) providing training for licensed blasters shall submit within 30 days of the event a signed roster or certification of attendees.  Hours approved for break-out sessions will be granted on an hour for hour basis.


BLASTER RESPONSIBILITIES

	In order for a blaster to renew his/her Kentucky General Blaster’s License, KRS 351.315(4) requires him/her to obtain and provide proof of eight (8) hours of training for each of the three (3) years prior to the renewal.  Blasters will be required to submit proof of completion of a total of eight (8) hours, with no more than four (4) hours being attributable to conference training unless otherwise approved, to the Explosives and Blasting Branch each year.  A blaster will not receive credit for repeating an approved training program during a one year period.  

	Blasters shall provide proof of completion of training upon renewal to:

				Cameron Mullen, Manager
				Explosives and Blasting Branch
				Division of Mine Reclamation & Enforcement
				300 Sower Blvd., 2nd Floor
				Frankfort, Kentucky 40601
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